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The Desert Speaks 
 

Episode Descriptions 

 

Season Twelve 

 

1201-Argentina's Upside-Down Desert (Part 1)  
In this season premiere, host David Yetman takes viewers on a journey through the city 
of Buenos Aires en route to the Andes in search of the dry desert of northwest Argentina. 
In Buenos Aires, locals lead the way through quaint city streets and pavilions, sharing the 
history of this city. After a quick stop at a local farmers' market for provisions, the 
journey up the Andes begins. Along the way, trek through a tropical rainforest, catch 
glimpses of columnar cacti and learn about the history of an archeological site that 
predates the Incas.  
 
1202-Argentina's Upside-Down Desert (Part 2)  
The Desert Speaks continues the search for the highest and driest part of Argentina 
beginning in the colonial city of Salta. Take a tour of its downtown market, stroll its 
streets and glean interesting information from the local guides. Then travel upward 
through distinctly different biomes, including a fog forest and a beautiful painted desert, 
before finally reaching the pinnacle. At more than 13,000 feet in elevation, it is the 
highest and driest northwest Argentine desert.  
 
1203-Faces of the Argentine Desert  
The continuation of life in the face of death is a daily battle for the Argentine people. In 
this look at the people of Argentina, learn how the Earth's natural resources can provide 
for life, even in the desert. Begin in bustling Buenos Aires at the tomb of Eva Peròn, and 
then travel to a quaint little village famous for its wool harvest from a cousin of the 
camel, the vicuna. The local cactus wood is important in nearly every aspect of peoples' 
lives. Learn how they transform this wood into furniture such as pews, pulpits, altars and 
ceiling boards.  
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1204-Journey to the Rio Grande  
Host David Yetman sets out to explore the Chihuahaun Desert and the region near the 
Rio Grande River in Big Bend National Park. This river defines the border between the 
U.S. and Mexico, and is generally considered to dissect the prettiest slice of the 
Chihuahaun Desert. After an informal border crossing in a rickety boat dubbed "La 
Enchilada," take a burro trek to visit Boquillas, one of the most remote villages in 
Mexico. During this trip, meet some local characters, including a veteran paleontologist 
who digs up deep-sea marine mammals in the middle of the desert.  
 

1205-Bikes, Boats and Big Bend  
Continue the exploration of the Chihuahaun Desert by biking, hiking and canoeing 
through Big Bend National Park. Come along on a mountain bike ride on the back roads 
of the park and experience the beauty of an agave forest in bloom. Explore the park in 
search of signs of human occupation, from prehistoric fossils and cave paintings to 
European settlers and current-day explorers. Then canoe the Rio Bravo (called the Rio 
Grande by Americans) in one of the most isolated areas in Mexico. Hike and explore the 
flora and fauna found in canyons along the river.  
 
1206-Heart of the Sonoran Desert  
From mountaintops to rock faces and dry caves, Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument 
has the most diverse sampling of plants and animals found in the Sonoran Desert today. 
First, explore a dry cave for signs of ancient life and discover forensic evidence used to 
re-create the life and death of a javelina, a native, wild, pig-like creature found only in the 
United States. Then, take an in-depth look at the various habitat niches of Sonoran 
animals. Learn how the indigenous Tohono O'odham people have used desert plants for 
food and medicine for generations. 
 
1207-Desert Missions  
After first exploring and then passing through the little-known border town of Sasabe, 
Arizona, journey to a mission in Northwestern Mexico. Labeled by locals as "Heroic 
Caborca," this mission actually was used as a fortress by the local townspeople. Using 
this mission, they successfully defended their town from an invading militia from the 
United States in the 1800s. To this day, bullet holes in the walls convey vivid evidence of 
battle. Along the way, enjoy a rare, sensational spring wildflower display. Also, examine 
evidence of prior human habitation in the form of petroglyphs.  
 
1208-Death Valley  
Almost void of life, there are few signs of plants or animals in the landscape of Death 
Valley. Despite its vacant appearance, this region is rich in human and natural history. 
Considered the lowest, hottest and driest place in North America, nowhere else has 
geology been so exposed for exploration and discovery. The Desert Speaks travels to 
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such aptly named places as the "Devil's Golf Course," "Furnace Creek" and "Badwater" 
in a quest to profile the landscapes that make up Death Valley. 
  
1209-Seasons of the Mojave  
The modern history of the Mojave Desert is intertwined with the history of humans along 
Route 66. In this land of extremes, temperatures can reach 120 degrees in the summer 
and dip below freezing in the winter. Rich in natural and human history, this is home to 
the newest and largest desert preserve in the United States: The Mojave National 
Preserve. This diverse preserve has Joshua tree forests, sand dunes, creosote flats, lava 
fields, salt-encrusted playas and caves. Learn about the discovery of Mitchell Caverns 
and venture underground to examine some of the unique formations of this marvelous 
cavern. Then explore volcanic fields and observe how plants cling to life in the middle of 
hot, barren lava flows.  
 

1210-Lilies of the Desert  
The Mojave Desert is home to the world's largest lily (the Joshua tree) and the continent's 
smallest lizard (the night lizard). Join a group of adventurers as they travel throughout 
Joshua Tree National Park. They explore the intricacies of a cholla forest, learn about the 
powerful geological forces at work sculpting the landscape and search for the elusive 
night lizard. This program also includes a thorough examination of the Joshua tree's life 
stages, growth and natural history. 
 
1211-Crossing the Great Basin Desert 
In the 1950s, Life magazine labeled Highway 50 "the loneliest highway in America." Not 
much has changed along the road in northern Nevada. Part of the reason it is so lonely is 
that it crosses the Great Basin Desert. During the trip across the basins and over the 
ranges that make up this landscape, The Desert Speaks studies the fascinating geology 
that is key to understanding the region and its natural and human history. Take a ride into 
the past and board a steam-powered train, crucial to the settlement of the area. This 
program also includes a tour of Ruby National Wildlife Refuge - one of the few respites 
for Canadian geese, sandhill cranes and other migrating birds in the Great Basin. 
 
1212-Great Basin National Park 
The Desert Speaks travels onward and upward to explore Great Basin National Park near 
the eastern edge of the Great Basin Desert. This park showcases the plants, animals and 
habitats found throughout the Great Basin. Travel through many of the region's life zones 
by passing through the different habitats found in the park. Visit one of the most 
profusely decorated caves in North America: Lehman's Caves.  
 
1213-Settling the Great Basin Desert  
This program takes an in-depth look at the few inhabitants of the Great Basin Desert, 
such as the colorful Basque people. Originally from the Pyrenees Mountains in Europe, 
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the first Basques migrated to the Great Basin in the 19th century. Initially, the Basque 
people came to America primarily as shepherds. That heritage is still evident today. This 
show features a visit to the Winnemucca Basque Parade and Festival, which includes 
traditional food, log splitting contests, music and dance. These festivals carry on the 
Basque traditions and keep the culture alive for upcoming generations.  
 
 

Season Thirteen 
 
1301-Desert Whales 

Located just below the elbow of Baja California, San Ignacio lagoon is the temporary 
home to some of the peninsula’s most famous visitors—the Gray Whales. Each winter, 
pregnant females, and lustful males swim five thousand miles from the Arctic to visit this 
lagoon. Here, within a few hundred square miles, eighty percent of the majestic whales’ 
life cycle transpires. Observe feeding, nursing, teaching, cuddling, and courtship from a 
tiny fishing boat just a few feet away. 
 

1302-Bolivia: The Cold Desert Frontier 
Our journey to the highest desert in the world begins in Potosí, in southwestern Bolivia. 
At 12,000 feet above sea level, it is the highest city in the world. The indigenous people 
of this high cold desert have used llama trains for thousands of years to transport the salt 
harvested in the area’s dry lakebeds. Our explorers also visit the Salar de Uyuni; at over 
4,000 square miles it is the largest salt lake in the world. Here, traditional methods of salt 
cutting continue the same way as they have for centuries. Cutters build tiny igloo-like 
huts out of salt blocks and remain at the site for 5 days. Along the shores of the Salar, the 
desert is profoundly evident as the majestic groves of thick tall pasacana (similar in 
stature to the Saguaro cactus) grow on the surrounding frozen hillsides. 
 

1303-Ancient Peoples of the High Desert 
High in the foothills of the Bolivian Andes in the historic village of Santiago de K, life 
continues nearly the same as it has for centuries. An archeological site nearby reveals, 
through ancient ruins, just how little life has changed over the centuries. Here at over 
12,600 feet above sea level, in the highest desert in the world, residents harvest the 
endemic potatoes and quinoa to use to barter for outside goods. Much of the native 
Quechua customs, music, and lifestyle have their roots in age-old traditions. There are 
some interesting, relatively modern influences such as the Carnaval celebration of the 
first potato crop of the season 
 

1304-Bolivia: Volcanoes, Flamingos, and Salt Lakes 
Ranging in altitude up to 16,500 feet above sea level, the wild, frigid desert of 
southwestern Bolivia is full of natural treasures. The harsh landscape is dominated by the 
towering Andean volcanoes and lakes or lagoons, which are actually basins, into which 
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the meager snowmelt drains and cannot escape. These intensely colored, brackish lakes 
are home to some of the world’s hardiest animals, namely three different species of 
flamingo. In cliffs near the lakes, bizcachas (a rabbit-sized rodent) are one of the few 
mammals in the region. The bizarre looking yareta also grows along the rugged rock 
faces . Resembling massive patches of moss, these huge, thick plants are thousands of 
years old. These are just some of the many wonders found in the highest desert in the 
world. 
 

1305-River Runs Dry 
The Gila River, after beginning its journey high in the Gila Wilderness of New Mexico, 
historically flowed entirely across the state of Arizona. But, like ninety percent of the 
Southwest United States’ remaining riparian areas, it is now used up and dries out merely 
halfway to its former confluence with the Colorado River. Revered as sacred by ancient 
peoples and modern-day indigenous people alike, the history of the Gila River is the story 
of nearly all, modern desert rivers. 
 

1306-Cactus Capital of the World 
Villages in the Valle de Tehuacán and nearby Oaxaca have endured for centuries in a 
desert environment. One of the staples of this environment was and still is the cactus, 
which formed the basis for their material culture. Today eighteen species of columnar 
cacti grow in the valley (as opposed to three in Arizona, eight in Sonora), all of them 
used one way or another by native peoples. Each June, deep in the Valley of Tehuacán 
residents harvest the luscious fruit of the giant cacti as they have for generations. 
 

1307-Tehuacán: A Spanish Legacy 
A trip through valley of Tehuacán to the ancient city of Oaxaca in southern Mexico is an 
exploration of influence. Spanish Influence. The route through some of the richest desert 
landscapes in the world is ripe with examples of the domination of Spanish culture on the 
native way of life. From the construction of immense missions to the introduction of the 
plants (like the mango), and even the distillation process, the Spanish impact on native 
culture in undeniable. However, there were things the Spaniards knew not to change. 
Even today, salt mining occurs in the same places and in the same way as it has for 
centuries before the Spaniards arrived.  
 

1308-Oaxaca: Footsteps in Tradition 
The Valle de Tehuacán, in the Mexican state of Puebla, is not only home to the world’s 
greatest variety of cacti; it is also probably the birthplace of domestic corn. That corn 
became a staple for people throughout North America, including the civilizations that 
inhabited nearby Monte Albán. Those civilizations sowed the creative seeds for the 
Zapotecan culture that still thrives today. The region is famous for the indigenous artisans 
who use native plants to continue the artistic traditions of their ancestors. 
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1309-Shadows of the Ancients 
Observational astronomy has deep roots in the Puebloan world of the Desert Southwest. 
Archaeological evidence suggests that the ancestral Pueblo Indians (Anasazi) marked 
astronomical events, perhaps as guides or records of their agricultural and ceremonial 
calendar. Rock art and architecture throughout the Four Corners area were carefully 
placed so that beams of sunlight would interact with rock images on important seasonal 
days such as equinoxes and solstices, marking the days with remarkably high precision.  
 

1310-Visiting Ancient Mayo Lands 
Reaching up to Mexico's northwest corner, Pacific dry deciduous forest extends south all 
the way to Costa Rica, providing a pathway into Sonora for many widespread tropical 
plants and birds. This is especially evident in the southern tip of the Sonoran Desert on 
Mexico’s mainland, near Alamos, Sonora. Travel with a group of bird watchers from the 
Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum as they journey through coastal and forest habitats in 
search of some of the rarest birds in the region. Along the way, catch a rare glimpse into 
the life, culture, and traditions of the native Mayo Indians. Included is one of the area’s 
biggest cultural events—the annual pilgrimage to an ancient church to celebrate what is 
probably the most revered plant in all of Mexico—a cactus growing out of the side of 
church.  
 

1311-Baja Journeys: Volcanoes/Oceans 
The journey through Baja California begins on the twice-weekly ferry from the Mexican 
mainland port of Guaymas. After disembarking from the ferry, the exploration begins 
around the coastal town of Santa Rosalia. This area provides some of the best cultural, 
historical and natural history treasure found on the Gulf side of Baja California. 
Additionally, The Desert Speaks investigates some of the region’s recent lava flows and 
examines some of the resident rodent population. 
 

1312-Baja People: Oases/Mountains 
Adorning the walls in a dry cave are the musing and memories of the ancient people who 
eked out a living in this inhospitable land. These pictographs are world famous for their 
depiction of the lives and legends of the ancient, vanished Cochimi Indians. Halfway 
across the peninsula, our group visits the top of the Sierra del San Francisco Mountains. 
Along the way they come across elephant trees, huge gypsum crystals, and even relatives 
of the pineapple growing in the cactus. Nearing the Pacific side of the peninsula, the 
ocean begins to dominate the landscape, the plants, and the lives of people that live near 
it.  
 

1313-Baja Boojums: Bizarre Plants 
Turning inland, the intrepid travelers begin a thorough investigation into the weird, wild 
plants of Baja California. They quickly encounter the mystical, mythical Boojum tree. 
One of the oddest plants imaginable, the Boojum tree is leafless for most of the year and 
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looks like a bit like an upturned turnip. Along the continuing journey to the pacific side, 
the wonders of Baja unfold for the trained eye. For example, the minute, bonsai-like 
coastal Alkali Heath shrub that takes its character, and form, from the forceful pacific 
winds. 
 
 

Season Fourteen 

 

1401-The Driest Desert in the World 
The Pan-American Highway stretches thousands of miles from Alaska to the southern tip 
of Chile and includes a jaunt through the extremely arid coastal desert of Peru. From 
Peru's capital city of Lima, hit the road on an adventure through this "driest desert in the 
world." The first stop is the Ballestas Islands 15 miles off the coast and home to a rich 
array of marine life. Get an up-close look at the marine mammals and millions of sea and 
shore birds. Learn how the cold Humboldt Current attracts the wildlife to the islands and 
contributes to the dry desert on the mainland. Along the way, marvel at a 600-foot 
geoglyph of a San Pedro cactus carved into a hillside hundreds of years ago. The road 
continues through the desert town of Ica and its oasis surrounded by immense sand 
dunes, which encompass more than 1,000 square miles of shifting sand. Finally, visit 
Toro Muerto – essentially a large canvas of rock and sand that contains one of the richest 
collections of petroglyphs in the world. 
 
1402-Ancient Andean Civilizations 
La Paz, Bolivia, at nearly 12,000 feet, is one of the highest cities in the world and the 
mystical home to a variety of religious beliefs as evidenced by the amulets and 
ceremonial items sold in the Witches' Market in the city center. The surrounding 
countryside holds the remains of the Tiahuanacos whose culture, impressive rockwork 
and irrigation accomplishments were a source of inspiration to the Incas. After exploring 
the archeological wonders of the area, take a side trip down the aptly-named "Most 
Dangerous Road in the World" – a narrow, precipitous dirt road that snakes its way along 
the sheer cliffs of the Andes. Then, it's off to Lake Titicaca to examine the traditional 
reed boats used to transfer stones across the lake for use at Tiahuanaco. Finally, hop on a 
more modern vessel to visit Isla del Sol, the legendary birthplace of the sun and the 
Grand Inca and home to the mysterious Temple of the Sun – said to be the origin of the 
Incas. 
 
1403-People and their Prickly Plants 
Enjoy a slice of the cactus-collecting life with a look into the ways people collect and 
enjoy some of the oddest plants in the world, then head to Scottsdale, Arizona to see the 
largest private collection of desert-area plants in the world. Also on the itinerary are visits 
to the Boyce Thompson Arboretum and an amazing collection at Bach's Nursery in 
Tucson, Arizona, where they have a better success rate with their individually raised 
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saguaro cacti than Mother Nature herself. Finally, travel on Interstate 10 to Los Angeles 
for North America's largest cactus and succulent show – the Olympics of cactus 
cultivation. 
 
1404-The Lost Palm Weavers of Sonora 

The Ópatas were probably the largest aboriginal group in what is now Sonora, Mexico 
but by the 1950s anthropologists could not locate a single speaker of the native language. 
While the people may be extinct, the Ópatas left behind numerous traditions. Join the 
search in Buena Vista, Sonora for the descendants of Ópata palm weavers and explore the 
tradition of native palm weaving that has survived through the centuries. The women still 
weave in "hookies" – small underground cellars that provide the cool and humid climate 
needed to maintain the elasticity of the palms for weaving.  
 
1405-Monumental Dunes 
The accumulation of wind-blown sand into a dune marks the beginning of one of Nature's 
most interesting and beautiful phenomena. In addition to the remarkable structure and 
patterns of sand dunes, they also provide habitats for a variety of wildlife. The arid 
regions of the southwestern United States contain a vast variety of dune systems. Visit 
three groups of sand dunes located on public land in the United States. First, explore a set 
of dunes that sit at the foot of the Rocky Mountains in Colorado and are fenced in by two 
river systems complete with stands of Aspen trees. Learn how these river boundaries 
affect the nearby dunes and inspect the insects that call the dunes their home. Next, travel 
to the base of the Guadalupe Mountains in west Texas where a tiny gypsum dune system 
plays host to wildflowers on its edges and rodents living within. Finally, visit White 
Sands National Monument in New Mexico and examine ancient hearths built by Native 
Americans who made the trek to the dunes to escape the harsh mountain winters. 
 

1406-Tracks in the Shifting Sand 

Explore one of the largest dune fields in North America at the Imperial Sand Dunes 
National Recreation Area. The Algodones Dunes in Southern California stretch across 
more than two hundred square miles and are visited by more than 1.4 million people each 
year, most of whom use some sort of off-road vehicle. A state highway splits the northern 
part of the dune field between wilderness and recreational area, but the task of monitoring 
the usage creates problems of its own. In stark contrast, the Gran Desierto Dunes are 
characterized by magnificent isolation. Located in Mexico, these dunes lie within a 
biosphere reserve and are further protected from large crowds by a nearly inaccessible 
road built essentially from well-placed trash and old tires. See firsthand why this dune 
system is known for its unique formations created by the constantly shifting winds and 
how the native plants adapt to the unpredictable gusts. Finally, visit Coral Pink Sand 
Dunes State Park in southern Utah and become a track detective to learn what stories can 
be told by animal tracks left in the sand. 
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1407-Sea to Sky: Along an Incan Road 

Sandwiched between the Pacific Ocean and the Andes are enigmatic remains of pre-Incan 
cultures, with vast rock art sites, colossal effigies etched into the nearly lifeless desert and 
burial sites that lay forgotten under the arid land for centuries. Examine these ruins and 
remains before venturing to the skies for a bird's-eye view of the famed Nazca lines. 
These mysterious drawings in the desert floor are astonishing in their creativity and size, 
with images of hummingbirds, monkeys and parrots hundreds of feet long and perfectly 
proportioned and geometric shapes that extend for miles. Theories abound about why 
these images were created and how the feat was accomplished. Also, explore spiral 
structures that provided access to the labyrinth of underground canals and aqueducts used 
by the Nazcans for irrigation. The next stop is Arequipa, a former colonial capital of the 
Spanish that was built on an ancient Incan site. The trip ends at a burial ground on the 
shores of a high Andean lake that has been used for millennia and demonstrates the 
incredible stone-carving abilities of the Incas. 
 
1408-Peru's Canyon of the Condor 
Travel through Peru's Colca Canyon – at 12,000 feet one of the tallest and deepest 
canyons in the world – in search of Andean Condors, massive birds with wingspans more 
than 11 feet wide. Explore the natural history of these graceful creatures and learn their 
ritualistic significance to the native people of the area. Along the way through the 
canyon, examine the terraced farming that is a result of pre-Incan engineering 
sophistication. See how the native people still live pretty much the same way as they did 
before the arrival of the Incans. Learn how the fruit of the huge sancayo cactus is 
harvested and enjoy a traditional lunch with a group of workers taking a break from their 
potato harvesting. Then take a look at how the plowshare and oxen are still used in the 
harvesting process. Finally, admire a colorful field of ripening quinoa and visit a pair of 
women winnowing the essential Andean crop. 
 
1409-Desolation Canyon River Journey 
Take a trip down the virtually unknown Green River in Utah, which is often 
overshadowed by its more famous counterpart – the mighty Colorado River. Along the 
river's course explore what is perhaps the best-known geographical feature of the river, 
the prehistoric creatures buried along its banks in Dinosaur National Monument. No trip 
down the Green River would be complete without a venture through the appropriately 
named Desolation Canyon and some of the wildest, least inhabited areas remaining in the 
U.S. This 84-mile long gorge is deeper, at some points, than the Grand Canyon and 
exposes sediments accumulated over millions of years. Learn how the Green River is one 
of the most important rivers in the desert southwest and continues to be shaped by 
changes in the surrounding geology, vegetation and modern-day dams. 
 
1410-Living Traditions of the Tohono O'Odham 

The Tohono O'Odham ("Desert People") live on the second-largest reservation in the 
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United States, located southwest of Tucson, Arizona and share hundreds of miles with the 
Mexico border, across which some still live. Although many O'Odham live off the 
reservation and don't grow traditional crops, among the older members their language is 
still very much alive, as are many of the cultural traditions and beliefs. Learn how a 
concerned group of tribal members knowledgeable in these traditions are taking an active 
part in passing down practices of saguaro fruit harvesting and basket weaving to their 
children and grandchildren. 
 
1411-Origins of a Royal Road 

The trade route of El Camino Real (The Royal Road) served as an interchange of cultures 
and riches for the Puebloan people hundreds of years before the arrival of Europeans. 
Later, the route became the tattered thread that sewed together the Spanish strongholds in 
southern Mexico to the tiny, distant settlements of Nuevo (New) Mexico. Take a three-
part journey along this historic route of communication, conquest and gold, from Mexico 
City through the Chihuahuan Desert to the mountains of Santa Fe, New Mexico and 
explore the natural and cultural wonders that dot the landscape along the way. 
 
The journey begins at the Basilica of Guadalupe in Mexico City, considered by many to 
be the most religious site in Mexico. From there, journey into the jungle landscape 
outside the city and marvel at the ornate buildings of the ancient settlement, Tepotzlan, 
and the Aztec ruins of Tula, which lies on the original El Camino Real. The next stop on 
the route is Queretero, a city known for its Romanesque aqueduct system that carried 
water to the parched city. Also explore a subterranean drainage system that has been 
turned into roads in the mining town of Guanajuato, known primarily as the hotbed of 
Mexican independence from Spain. 
 
1412-Royal Road Across the Frontier 
In the second part of the journey along the ancient highway, learn about the traditional 
hot springs of Aguas Calientes that gave the ancient traveler a brief respite from the dry, 
dusty roads. While the springs no longer exist, the town still marks the boundary between 
the lush green landscape behind and the dry dangerous desert frontier that looms ahead. 
The first stop in the desert is the mining town of Zacatecas. Travel deep into the bowels 
of the gold and silver mines and take a ride high above in a cable car. Other desert stops 
on this part of the journey include the agricultural, commercial and tourist center of 
Durango, originally founded as a mining town in 1563, and the towns of Mapami and 
Valle de Allende.  
 
1413-Royal Road to the Final Outpost 

The third installment of the trip along El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro includes a visit 
to Hildago del Parral, and its monument to the famous soldier of Mexican independence, 
Pancho Villa. Nearby Santa Barbara, also along the original route, is a festive sight with 
deep, proud roots to the ancient Royal Road.  
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El Paso del Norte marks the passage of the route across the border into the U.S. A stop in 
Chamizal National Memorial on the border reveals the historic importance of the Rio 
Grande to Mexico and the U.S. Next, visit Doña Ana, one of the first permanent 
settlements north of the Rio Grande. Travel through Jornada del Muerto (Dead Man's 
Journey) – a dry, flat and arid stretch of the route that left ancient travelers along the 
Royal Road disconnected from any source of water for nine days.  
 
Hatch, New Mexico is still known for the same types of chilies that the Spaniards 
encountered on their way through the valley corridor centuries ago. The journey north 
from here was initially considered too dangerous for permanent settlement because of 
constant raids from indigenous groups. The current town of Albuquerque is located at a 
natural crossing of the Rio Grande and was settled nearly a century after the last stop on 
El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro. Santa Fe was eventually established as the new 
capital of the Spanish Empire 
 
 

Season Fifteen 

 
1501-Goat Packing in the Red Desert 

Natural historian and eccentric scientist John Mionczynski (also known as "Mr. Red 
Desert") "invented" goat packing nearly 30 years ago in the high and cold Red Desert of 
Southwest Wyoming. He guides host David Yetman on a journey through the "heart" of 
the desert – the Honeycomb Buttes, which boast extremely colorful honeycomb rock 
formations. Along the way, they get to know their four-legged companions and 
experience the adventures involved in goat packing, including searching for wild cilantro, 
onion and garlic in the desert and using the excretion from ants as salad dressing. 
 
1502-Wyoming's Red Desert 
Host David Yetman hops into a 50-year-old BMW motorcycle sidecar to explore 
Wyoming's mysterious Red Desert, one of the least known and most threatened deserts in 
North America. Also called the "Great American Desert," this eight-million-acre area has 
vast and varying landscapes including the largest active sand dune system in North 
America and the Great Divide Basin - the only place in the United States where the 
Continental Divide splits before rejoining. It is also steeped in history and fable, with ties 
to the Oregon Trail and the gold rush, as well as its share of ghost towns. Though it is 
high and cold, the Red Desert is home to the largest desert elk herd in the nation, the 
largest migratory game herd in the continental U.S. and over 350 wildlife species. Other 
highlights include a look at wild mustangs, petroglyphs and aspen groves. But all of these 
wonders exist under the constant threat of future oil and gas development. 
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1503-Heart of a Pueblo 

Plazas are the heart and soul of bustling Mexican cities and sleepy desert pueblos alike. 
Renowned architect Bob Vint travels with host David Yetman to explore a range of 
plazas, from pre-Hispanic to modern, and examine their unifying characteristics. The 
program includes a sampling of cities with some of the most beautiful and influential 
plazas, from the first pre-Hispanic plazas in Chichen Itza to one of the world's largest 
plazas in Mexico City. Then it's on to the small town of Potscurro to discover how 
courtyards are to the home as plazas are to the town. The program also uncovers how 
plazas were valued and used by people in the New World thousands of years before 
Spanish contact.  
 
1504-Gateway to the Galapagos 

The Desert Speaks begins its journey to the Galapagos Islands with a visit to Ecuador, 
which is to the islands as the United States is to Hawaii. After visiting a market on the 
mainland and a village with a monument to the equator, it's off to the islands of 
Bartolome and Genovese to explore their volcanic origins and get an up-close and 
personal look at the native wildlife. Some of the featured animals include several species 
of Boobies, waved Albatross, marine iguanas, Galapagos Hawks and the Magnificent 
frigate birds. A special treat for desert dwellers is the island version of the Prickly Pear 
Cactus, only this version has soft, "pettable" spines.  
 
1505-Treasures of the Galapagos 

The second of three episodes in the Galapagos Islands finds host David Yetman hunting 
large cacti on a desert island. Along the way, he discovers flamingos in the middle of a 
huge lava lake, ghost crabs (so named for their quick disappearing act) and a variety of 
plant species endemic to certain islands. Yetman also explores the nesting grounds of sea 
turtles and finds a unique post office on the island of Floreana where pirates and whalers 
have used the same wooden container for centuries to leave or take mail depending on its 
destination. The program also examines the strategies different animal species must 
employ to cooperate in such close proximity on the islands and how the plant and animal 
life is impacted by the surrounding climatic forces.  
 
1506-Ancient Secrets of the Galapagos 

The third and final episode in the Galapagos Islands features some of the "newer" islands, 
which are "only" a few hundred thousand years old. There are plenty of interesting 
creatures in the waters around these islands, like marine iguanas – the only known 
iguanas that swim in salt water and can stay underwater for more than an hour – and the 
Flightless Cormorant – a bird that uses its stubby wings to swim rather than fly. 
On Isabela Island, the crew visits Darwin's Lake – a saltwater lake – to study flower color 
and pollination and spends some time in Zodiac boats finding penguins endemic to the 
islands. 
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1507-Life Along the Rio Sonora 
The Rio Sonora in northwest Mexico begins at a spring just south of the U.S. border and 
cuts through the Sonoran Desert on its way to the Gulf of California near Kino Bay. Life 
in the Rio Sonora Valley has survived on the river's modest flows for centuries. The 
Opata Indians were the most recent of the native peoples and were living along its banks 
when the Spaniards arrived. Although they have long since disappeared, their lyrical 
names for many of the towns remain. The rough terrain and uncertain water supply have 
helped the area maintain its rural roots. Local delicacies, spicy chilies, historic missions, 
and a relaxed way of life all await a trip though the valley of the Rio Sonora. 
 
1508-Bats Among Us 

Montezuma Castle, a five-story 20-room cliff dwelling, served as a "high-rise apartment 
building" for prehistoric Sinagua Indians over 600 years ago. Now it serves the same 
purpose to a colony of bats. Concern over the possible harm that these latter-day residents 
may be doing has led to some very interesting hands-on research to study the impact of 
bat habitats on cultural landmarks. The program also visits Tonto National Monument, 
where the scale of the ruins makes capturing bats a test of wills and ingenuity, and 
Chiricahua National Monument to see how one of Arizona's natural gems is the perfect 
location for collecting data on tree-roosting bats. This episode finds bats in hand, in 
roosts and in the air to learn how bat population density affects humans. 
 
1509-Grand Canyon, The Human Touch 

Host David Yetman joins his brother, geologist Dick Yetman, for an exploration of the 
traces of humans along the Colorado River and Grand Canyon region. They observe 
sacred salt mines from the boat, visit the intersection of the Little Colorado River with the 
main river and even enjoy an impromptu canyon concert. The brothers learn the history 
of rapids – how they got their names, the scales of intensity and spend time with 
scientists studying the effects of the Glen Canyon Dam on the flora and fauna of the 
Grand Canyon. 
 
1510-Grand Canyon, Floating Through Time 

The Yetman brothers continue their trip of exploration through the Grand Canyon, this 
time focusing on the geology of the canyon and the desert vegetation found along the 
river. They go plunging through Lava Falls, one of the last big rapids on the Colorado 
River and watch adults of all ages turn into sprightly kids again while jumping from the 
edge of a waterfall into a pool below. 
 
Two great mysteries about the Grand Canyon are explored in this episode. First, there is a 
geological period of time that is unaccounted for in the history of the canyon. What 
happened during this time and why is there no evidence of it? Second, what happened to 
everything that was in the Grand Canyon? Did it get washed out into the Sea of Cortez?  
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1511-Pilgrimage to a Party 
Many Mexicans consider San Francisco a "true" saint – one who delivers the "miracles" 
and "promises" that thousands of faithful make with him every year. But he demands that 
they live up to their end of the vow, which for most involves a pilgrimage. The Desert 
Speaks follows the faithful as they travel by foot and on horseback (some more than fifty 
miles) to the church in Magdalena de Kino, Sonora to pay homage to San Francisco in 
the hope that he may transform their lives. The Fiesta de San Francisco also transforms 
this sleepy town as tens of thousands of the faithful, semi-faithful and out-and-out 
revelers descend on it for the biggest party in Northwest Mexico. 
 
1512-Wines of the Desert 

The stereotypical images of Mexico's Baja California include sun-drenched beaches, 
bizarre spiny plants, and remote dusty pueblos. But Baja is full of surprises. Known for 
its tequila and cerveza, the country's burgeoning wine industry may someday give these 
traditional beverages stiff competition as it starts to draw international recognition. Host 
David Yetman is joined by Bill Beezley, acting head of The University of Arizona Latin 
American Studies department and historian, for a tour of the region's vineyards. They 
search for the origins of this growing interest in wine-making, from the very large 
growers and producers to wine co-ops, where anyone can join in the fun. 
 
1513-Boom AND Bust in a Desert Town 

The small town of Quartzsite, Arizona, located just 20 miles east of the Colorado River, 
has been a rock hound's paradise since the 1960s. These days, this former stagecoach 
town is also a mecca to well over a million visitors each year, most of whom converge on 
it in a wave of RV's during the months of January and February. Thousands of vendors of 
rocks, gems, minerals, fossils and everything else imaginable create one of the world's 
largest open-air flea markets. The Desert Speaks crew visits the town in the dead of 
summer and again in the bustling winter months to meet the unique characters of this 
community and learn the history behind this enigmatic place.  
 
 

Season Sixteen 

 
1601-Saving Australia’s Wild West  

When the Australian Wildlife Conservancy bought over 800,000 acres of a former cattle 
ranch for biodiversity conservation it created an ecological jewel that now attracts 
scientists from all over the world. The Desert Speaks heads down under to investigate the 
area that hopes to prove that aggressive management based on nature can restore the land. 
Host David Yetman hops on a plane to navigate his way into the former ranch known as 
Mornington Station. During this trip, Yetman ventures close to prime bird watching sites 
that are home to some extraordinary and endangered granivorous birds, searches the 
landscape for wallaroos and examines the Spinifex grass plains that provide shelter, 
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protection and food for many creatures. Also in this episode is a helicopter excursion that 
offers a bird’s eye view of the land that features wallabies, kangaroos, wild horses and 
other local wildlife.  
 
1602-Outpost of the Outback  

Located near the center of the continent, Alice Springs, Australia, is around 1,000 miles 
from the closest city and has a population of 28,000 people. This city may be small, but it 
is home to Alice Springs Desert Park, a one of kind conservation site and tourist mecca 
that contains both the distinct flavor of Central Australia and the local desert habitats all 
in one easy to explore area. Host David Yetman surveys the park’s Desert Rivers, Sand 
Country and Woodlands habitats, which are home to kangaroos, wallabies and bilbies as 
well as a large variety of rodents, birds and reptiles. Yetman attends the park’s Nature 
Theatre where visitors can witness birds of prey demonstrate their natural behaviors.  
Also featured in this episode is a parade in Alice Springs and a look at some aboriginal 
cultural history. 
 
1603-Mending Australia’s Ancient Forest  

Near Albany, in Southwestern Australia, Australians are trying to piece together the 
remains of fractured habitats that were destroyed beginning right after World War II.  
From the woodlands of the drier interior to the tall wet forests in the far south-west 
corner, host David Yetman gets a first hand look at this ambitious project called 
Gondwana Link. The evolutionary process moves quickly in this environment, and new 
hybrids and species are discovered almost every week. Here, ecological restoration works 
hand-in-hand with the cultural restoration of the original owners of the land.  Yetman 
also meets some of the native peoples who work to counteract the displacement of their 
ancestors by passing on knowledge of their culture to their descendents.   
 
1604-On the Trail of a Living Fossil  

In an effort to discover more about the desert tortoise, host David Yetman treks from the 
dry deserts of Utah to the tropics of Northwestern Mexico in search of these special 
animals.  The trail begins outside of St. George Utah, which has more tortoises there per 
square kilometer than anywhere else in the United States.  In the Mojave Desert, Yetman 
observes how tortoises are marked and then tracked using telemetry.  The goal of this 
study is not only to monitor the desert tortoises’ path, but also to study their behaviors 
and the effects of changing land use.  The task is not as easy as it may sound, because 
these creatures are actually capable of moving 25 miles in one season. The Desert Speaks 
also visits some of the happy homes in the Sonoran Desert that have benefited from the 
Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum’s Desert Tortoise adoption program. Finally Yetman 
tracks down some fellow-trackers in search of the southernmost tortoises, near Alamos, 
Sonora. 
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1605-Kickin’ West on Route 66  

Join host David Yetman and his travel companion, ecologist Yar Petryszyn, as they travel 
along the historic Route 66 through some of the finest deserts in the United States.  
Beginning near the border of Texas and New Mexico, they cruise by convertible along 
the road that allowed thousands of Americans to make the journey to California. The 
Desert Speaks also takes the time to stop at some of the memorable locales along the 
way. They tour a museum that houses some of the restored cars that made the momentous 
track cross country, take note of some petroglyphs in Albuquerque, gaze at the neon 
lights that line the historic road and stop in the “Painted” Desert for a picturesque sunset.  
 
1606-Cruising on the “Mother Road”  

Clad in appropriate leather gear and helmets, host David Yetman and ecologist Yar 
Petryszyn cruise through the second half of the deserts along Route 66, this time on 
Harley Davidson motorcycles.  This phase of the journey begins in the Petrified Forest 
near the border of Arizona and New Mexico and traces the “mother road” through the 
pines of Flagstaff to the Joshua trees of the Mojave Desert.  The travelers stop in 
Winslow, Arizona at the La Posada Inn which has been open since the 1930s.  Along the 
way, they experience the heavy winds (50-60 mph) at the Meteor Crater, visit the ghost 
town of Oatman, Arizona, catch a glimpse of the rare and elusive “shoe tree” and finish 
up in the San Bernardino Mountains of California.  
 

1607-Desert Treasures  

The desert can yield a bounty of treasures, but what does gold have in common with 
trees, fish and meteorites?  To the right person, they all have a sentimental, if not 
monetary, value.  Using the Tucson Gem and Mineral show as a launching pad for the 
quest, The Desert Speaks travels around the country’s deserts to find out where exactly 
these items come from and who values these unusual treasures.  The search begins with a 
hunt for fish fossils in the Red Desert of Wyoming and then a visit to the Painted Desert 
with the Bach family.  These happy hunters have made a hobby out of legally collecting 
petrified wood.  Then take a trip to Tucson, Arizona to see meteorite collector Robert 
Haag, who is one of the largest sources for meteorites, bought, sold and traded, in the 
world. Finally, travel to the Superstition Mountains, the legendary home of the Lost 
Dutchman Mine. 
 
1608-Peru’s Amazon Desert  

Follow host David Yetman and his brother, geologist Dick Yetman, as they descend from 
10,000 feet in the Andes Mountains into the heart of the Amazon Desert.  Travel by 4x4 
down a treacherous one way road through a cloud covered forest.  This area hosts hillside 
agricultural civilizations that continue to harvest the land much as their ancestors have 
done for hundreds of years. As they continue to the bottom of a canyon deeper than the 
Grand Canyon, they cross one of the rivers that helps form the Amazon, the Río 
Marañon, noting the growing abundance of desert vegetation. Also in this episode, 
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hydrology meets the desert as the brothers encounter entrepreneurial locals using a 
gushing spring at the base of the mountains to power woodworking machinery.  
 
1609-Costal Civilizations of Ancient Peru 

This episode surveys some of the enormous adobe pyramids that still tower over the vast 
Peruvian countryside. South American archaeological expert Axel Nielsen guides host 
David Yetman through the premier museum of South America, the Royal Tombs of 
Sipán, which house some of the richest gold artifacts in the world. From there, they trek 
to Huaca del Sol and Huaca del Luna, immense pyramids that emphasize the duality and 
symbolism of the pre-Incan societies. The last archeological stop is Chan Chan, an area 
known for its walls of design and decoration, which stretch as far as the eye can see. 
Finally, watch the local fisherman construct and then navigate their boats made out of 
totora reeds in the same manner as their pre-Ican ancestors. Observe how these 
“caballitos del mar” (sea horses) are used daily to harvest fish from the sea.  
 

1610-The People of Peru’s Cloud Forest 

Beginning in Cajamarca, host David Yetman, geologist Dick Yetman and South 
American archaeological expert Axel Nielsen head out into the colorful city streets in 
pursuit of authentic and very distinctive South American hats that are almost as tall as 
they are wide.  This quest takes them past local merchant stalls and through Calle de 
Cuyes, or guinea pig alley, where locals can purchase skinned and fully dressed guinea 
pigs to eat.  After purchasing some finely woven hats, the brothers head to a museum in 
Leimebamba that houses the ancestors of the Chachapoyas who were mummified and 
enclosed within wooden sarcophagi. Yetman and Nielsen inspect some the museum’s 
pottery, jewelry and a counting system created by the Incas based on knots. They are also 
allowed the amazing privilege of examining one of the mummies up close. The crew then 
treks to Kuélap to find the archeological ruins of the Chachapoyas.  Kuélap, a place some 
believe that might one day rival Machu Pichu in its importance, displays a massive 
system of defensive walls strategically placed on a hilltop, an active archeological site 
with human remains, artifacts and areas that were once sacred to the people of Peru’s 
Cloud Forest.     
 
1611-Medieval Drought in the Southwest  

Between roughly 900 and 1260 AD there was a massive drought that severely impacted 
the plants, animals and people of the Southwest.  Now referred to as the Medieval 
Drought, the best records of this phenomenon can be found within the trees that lived 
through this difficult time period.  Host David Yetman hikes with Tom Swetnam from 
the University of Arizona’s Laboratory of Tree-Ring Research through the White 
Mountains of California and Sequoia National Park to observe how scientists use tree 
rings to gather evidence of climate conditions from thousands of years ago.  By taking a 
core sample from the bristle cone pines of the White Mountains, scientists learned of this 
Medieval Drought and roughly how long it lasted.  Some of the dead and downed 
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sequoias in Sequoia National Park corroborate this information with evidence of the 
drought in their tree rings.  This episode also offers an examination of the ruins of some 
of the people most affected by the drought, the Anasazi Indians, at Bandelier National 
Monument, a trek through a “ghost forest” and a first-hand look at “yoda” trees. 
     
1612-Of Drought and Fire 

Within the last three decades there have been large wildfires consuming the forests in 
nearly all the mountain ranges above the desert southwest.  Just below the ranges, the 
lack of rains combined with invasive species has caused additional wildfires that have 
devastated portions of the Sonoran Desert.  The link between drought and fire has pre-
historic roots and host David Yetman and Tom Swetnam from the University of 
Arizona’s Laboratory of Tree-Ring Research travel through the desert to higher 
elevations that contain evidence of drought, fire, and civilization.  There is evidence that 
droughts drove early civilizations out of their dwellings on the Colorado Plateau and 
forced them to move nearer to the Rio Grande River. Yetman also ventures through a 
dog-hair thicket that has become dangerous because of previous land management 
practices and the lack of regular fire to regulate its growth. Additionally featured in this 
episode is a hike through Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument to see how scientists 
study the adaptability of desert plants to long-term and short-term droughts. 
 

1613-Giants on a Galapagos Island 

This program visits one of the few inhabited islands in the Galapagos. Host David 
Yetman and ecologist Yar Petryszyn explore the people and culture of the island of Santa 
Cruz with a stroll through the market at Puerto Ayora. Then it’s off to visit the Darwin 
Research Station and its famous saddle back tortoises, which are being reintroduced to 
the area after being hunted close to extinction. One of these tortoises, Diego, is named 
after the San Diego Zoo, which is home to a tortoise-breeding program. Other highlights 
include a look at land iguanas, which also faced extinction from hunting, and the tree 
prickly pear that stands taller than a 2-story house. Finally, the crew jumps on a old bus 
and ventures up the mountain to find volcanic craters, Scalisia forests, wild Galapagos 
Tortoises and Darwin Finches– the birds that led to Darwin’s theory of evolution.  
 

 

Season Seventeen 

 

1701-Exploring Arizona's 'Big Empty' 

It's big, it's empty and it's in a relatively unexplored area of northwestern Arizona. 
Known affectionately as the "Arizona Strip," this topographically rough area is free of 
paved roads and other amenities, but has a rich geological and natural history. Host David 
Yetman, ecologist Yar Petryszyn and archeologist Jock Favour trek through the "Big 
Empty" to examine evidence of early settlements, investigate high desert plants and learn 
about a project helping to increase the population of a rare and magnificent creature. The 
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California Condor Restoration Project increases the number of condors in the wild by 
using GPS technology to track the birds via satellite. This trip ends at the southern limit 
of the Arizona Strip at the steepest and most isolated ledge of the Grand Canyon, which 
overlooks a 3,000-foot drop to the Colorado River below. 
 
1702-Tequila: Exploring the Legend 
Host David Yetman, Mexican ecologist Alberto Búrquez and premiere agave expert Ana 
Valenzuela travel to the state of Jalisco, Mexico, to inspect the history, production 
process – and even taste – of one of Mexico's most famous exports – tequila. The trip 
begins in Tequila, the city named after the famous beverage. The city has profited 
economically and developed a strong sense of cultural identity around the production of 
this distilled liquor. The climate, soil and landscape combine for the perfect place to grow 
the agave plants used to produce the distinct Tequila taste. Join the crew as they 
encounter jimadores harvesting agave using a "coa," a long, machete-like, round-ended 
knife. From there, it's on to see how the agave is steamed, fermented and distilled. 
Finally, Yetman and guests sample a portion of the finished product. 
 
1703-Passions of the Pitaya 

Travel with host David Yetman and Mexican ecologist Alberto Búrquez to an area 
southwest of Guadalajara, Mexico where locals celebrate an annual festival dedicated to 
tasty Pitaya cactus fruit. Once used as a source of water for natives, the Pitaya has now 
become a reason to celebrate. In this episode, Yetman journeys to the city of Techaluta to 
watch workers harvest Pitayas by lamplight, where he places a bet on a midday 
horserace, and participates in a Pitaya-eating contest. Then visit Infiernillo "Little Hell," 
where the dry, hot temperature is ideal for the cultivation of a distinct type of Pitaya. The 
travelers also visit a local carpenter who produces furniture from various types of 
columnar cactus wood. 
 
1704-Magical Michoacán 
Host David Yetman and Mexican ecologist Alberto Búrquez travel into and around the 
state of Michoacán, Mexico, to explore its rugged coast, diverse habitats and local 
traditions. On the coast, the travelers visit a banana plantation to see how the fruit is 
cleaned and kept free of insect damage before exportation. Further inland, a stop in one 
of Michoacán's tropical deciduous forests reveals some interesting vegetation, including 
the Sandbox Tree, which bears explosive fruit, and the malicious Mala Mujer shrub with 
its sharp, stinging hairs. Then it's on to Paracho, the famous guitar-making capital of 
Mexico. Watch the construction of beautiful instruments and examine some of the guitars 
that have been aged for as many as 35 years to create the perfect tone. 
 
1705-Palms in the Desert 

Palm trees have long been a symbol of the desert and, more importantly, a sign of water 
to a weary desert traveler. In this episode, ecologist Jim Cornett joins host David Yetman 
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for a look around California's Coachella Valley, the lowest and hottest inhabited place in 
the Northern Hemisphere. After a walk around Palm Springs to examine the area's most 
famous residents, Yetman heads for the largest undisturbed palm oasis on Earth, Palm 
Canyon. Yetman shows how to jump across the fault line that allows subterranean water 
to seep from the nearby mountains and helps the palms thrive in a seemingly dry area. 
This episode also features a trip to the Oasis Date Gardens, where the non-native date 
palms require constant human attention in order to produce their luscious fruits. 
 
1706-On the Road to Cajamarca 

In this episode, host David Yetman, his brother, geologist Dick Yetman and South 
American archeologist Axel Nielson start at sea level in the town of Chiclayo and then 
journey upward to the town of Cajamarca. In Chiclayo, they explore the "witches' 
market," where they find herbs, hallucinogens and other natural remedies that promise 
everything from basic protection from curses to headache cures. As the trek continues, 
stop to examine pre-Incan mountaintop aqueducts hand carved into the thick rock of the 
Andes. Near the outskirts of Cajamarca, the crew visits the Ventanillas de Otuzco ("Little 
Windows of Otuzco"), an area where a deposit of volcanic ash provided natives with the 
material to create a stunning commemorative memorial for their ancestors. The episode 
concludes in Cajamarca with a climb up an Incan stairway to view the city as an Incan 
emperor would have surveyed his domain. 
 
1707-Ecuador's Fog Forest: Mists over the Desert 

Host David Yetman travels to the agrarian community of Loma Alta, Ecuador. This city 
lives in symbiosis with a cloud forest nature preserve situated in the mountains above the 
city. Before the area was protected, local residents exploited and decimated the forest 
with little regard for its ecosystem. Though logging was once the cornerstone of the 
Loma Alta community, the current inhabitants now realize the importance of the fog 
forest to their livelihood. Fog is captured in the lush vegetation and drips to the ground, 
eventually flowing down to water the crops of Loma Alta. This episode also features a 
visit to a "hummingbird oasis" where researchers observe the varied species the forest has 
to offer. 
 
1708-Hummingbirds: From Desert to Jungle 

Beginning in the Sonoran Desert and finishing in Ecuador's mountaintop preserve of 
Loma Alta, this episode examines the life of the hummingbird. Southern Arizona is the 
perfect place to start, as it lays along the migratory route for these "winged jewels" and 
makes for an ideal place to study birds that come from as far away as British Columbia 
and Alaska. Then host David Yetman climbs to the mountaintop preserve of Loma Alta 
to join scientists as they research "hummers" found in the fog forest. Observe some of the 
unusual and gentle methods researchers use to study these delicate creatures. This 
program also features a close-up look at howler monkeys.  
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1709-Sierra Madre Easter 

Travel around Chihuahua, Mexico, with host David Yetman and the Arizona-Sonora 
Desert Museum's Jesus Garcia, a native of Mexico. Together they look at how traditions 
continue for the area's indigenous peoples while new arrivals contribute to Chihuahua's 
identity in other ways. The first stop is Paquime, site of one of the most sophisticated pre-
Columbian cities in northwestern Mexico. There, Yetman finds ceramic remains, 
evidence of advanced drainage systems and stops at "La Casa de las Guacamayas" where 
the local residents raised revered macaw parrots. Then visit some of the newest residents 
in Mexico with a trip to a Mennonite farm operation. Only in Mexico for the past 100 
years or so, the Mennonites are the largest source of commercial cheese in the country. 
The episode ends with a trip to the hills of the Sierra Madre Occidental, where the native 
peoples, the Tarahumara, celebrate Holy Week in their own traditional way and where 
each pueblo sends their own dancers and musicians to participate. The area is so remote 
that some groups walk for days to be a part of this celebration. 
 
1710-Ageless Mud: Adobe Homes in the Desert 

Host David Yetman and expert architect Bob Vint travel around Tucson, Arizona, to see 
how adobe – the perfect desert building material – was used in the past and is still used 
today. Adobe not only has a remarkable period of longevity, but also has thermal 
capabilities, making it ideal for the hot dry desert. Yetman and Vint spend time at the San 
Xavier Mission to watch a restoration crew use new adobe to repair and restore the 
existing adobe exterior. Near Marana, Yetman visits a commercial brickyard to see how 
these "desert building blocks" are created from start to finish. They also travel to the 
Tucson Mountains to observe masons constructing adobe walls and visit a completed 
adobe home to see the finished results.  
 

1711-Sonora's Forgotten River 

Life along the Rio San Miguel has remained relatively unchanged for the last 300 years. 
David Yetman and Mexican ecologist Alberto Búrquez trace the river through Sonora, 
Mexico, to see how life has adapted to its unpredictable flow. The trip begins in 
Magdalena de Kino, with a stop at Father Kino's monument, before heading south to the 
city of Cucurpe. With the assistance of local resident Don Beto Cruz, Yetman surveys the 
local river vegetation thriving during the summer monsoon. Further south the landscape 
becomes more modern as local farms give way to sprawling cities.  
 
1712-Patagonia's Glacial Landscape 

In this episode, host David Yetman and Argentine archeologist Maria Jose Figuerero 
make their way through the arid, desolate and windswept Patagonia landscape. The 
travelers make part of the trip on horseback along the Chilean/Argentine border, taking 
time to observe the glorious flight of the graceful Andean condor. They also stop in the 
city of Calafate, the gateway to Glacier National Park, and observe a local folklore 
performance group dancing and making music. The highlight of the trip is a close up look 
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at the park's magnificent glaciers. Yetman and Figuerero also examine evidence of glacial 
movement over the landscape, inspect an ice cave and spy some glacial calving. 
 
1713-Argentina: Ancient Patagonia People 

Host David Yetman and Argentine archeologist Maria Jose Figuerero journey through the 
gorgeously diverse Patagonia landscape for a look at the Patagonian people from ancient 
to modern times. The travelers stop at the Cuerva de los Manos ("Cave of the Hands"), 
which features a lasting glimpse into the lives of early residents. The famous stenciled 
handprints were created by blowing through a straw-like instrument filled with paint, 
while the images of lizards, people and the hunting of huanacos (a relative of the llama) 
were painted by hand. The episode includes a visit to "Cierro de los Indios," a site 
currently being excavated and offering evidence that people inhabited Patagonia possibly 
as long as 12,000 years ago. The trip also includes a visit to the some of the little ranches, 
"estancias," that spot the sparse landscape, and a visit with some modern day sheep 
herding gauchos. 
 
 

Season Eighteen 

 
1801-Sea of Cortez: Then and Now 

Host David Yetman and a group of international researchers including some from the 
Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum, traverse the famed Sea of Cortez. The Gulf of 
California as it is also known, once showcased the greatest marine diversity in the world. 
In this land of enhanced biodiversity, two different worlds come together –the terrestrial 
and the marine. On land, visit locals whose grassroots conservation efforts have helped 
revive the gulf’s endangered sea turtle population. On the beach, wade through the one of 
the area’s many tide pools to get up close and personal with sea cucumbers, flat worms, 
serpent stars, and sea anemones. On the water, watch the Bottlenose dolphins playfully 
accompany a tour of the region’s numerous enchanted desert islands.  
 

1802-Navigating a Desert Island 

The islands in the Sea of Cortez are chunks of tectonic debris that highlight the violent 
geological history of Baja California. In this episode, travel along the coastline of 
Espiritu Santo Island with host David Yetman, researchers from the Arizona-Sonora 
Desert Museum and a group of international scientists. Kayak around the island and visit 
extremely vocal sea lions and navigate the rock canals near the shore of the island that 
were created in the early 20th century for the pearl oyster trade. On the island, trace tree 
roots that snake down the canyon walls in search of water and discover a completely new 
species of beetle crawling across the boulders. Before leaving the island, cross paths with 
an enormous pack of fiddler crabs scudding their way to a new location. 
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1803-Marine Sanctuary: Preserving Desert Life 

Loreto Marine Park was established in 1996 to preserve the delicate ecosystems in the 
Sea of Cortez. In this episode host David Yetman, a group of international researchers 
and scientists from the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum explore Catalina Island, a 
biological reserve within the park. This island is home to terrestrial plants and animals 
that have been so physically isolated that they have altered genetically and become new 
species. Here, there is a rattlesnake species with no functioning rattle, a columnar cactus 
sporting a trunk almost ten feet around and a barrel cactus reaches a height of over ten 
feet. The park faces huge challenges, including over fishing, overpopulation, and the need 
to educate the expanding human population about the distinct natural values of the Gulf 
and Baja California. 
 
1804-Finding the Fault in California's Desert 

Host David Yetman and University of Arizona Geoscientist Susan Beck head to Southern 
California to trace the San Andreas Fault and examine some of the tortured topography 
thrown up by the fault. Join them as they follow along the fault near the Salton Sea at 230 
feet below sea level and then wind through Painted Canyon surrounded by massive rocks 
distorted almost beyond recognition by the fault’s relentless movement. Then travel by 
helicopter to gain the “big picture” of the fault as it forms massive mountain ranges and 
deep valleys. From here, see how geologists follow outcrops of vegetation to trace the 
fault line and how the town of Desert Hot Springs lies in relation to the fault. This 
episode also examines ways of harnessing the energy created by the movements of the 
San Andreas Fault and some of the human challenges facing people who live along its 
path. 
 
1805-Chilean Wines: A Way of Life 

Host David Yetman and historian Bill Beezley, along with Argentine expert María José 
Figuerero, team up to travel around the cool arid climates of central Chile to vineyards 
that have made Chilean wines famous. The trip begins in Santiago’s great central market 
to take a closer look at some of the local cuisine that pairs so well with the wine and the 
role wines play in Chile’s traditional family life. From there, the search for wines takes 
the travelers to local vineyards as owners demonstrate traditional and innovative methods 
of cultivating grapes. In some cases, chicken, sheep, llamas and alpacas roam through the 
vineyard providing the land with a natural fertilization. Beezley and Yetman complete 
their wine quest at the celebrated Viña Montes, a winery designed by a Chilean architect 
and laid out according to feng shui principles. 
 
1806-Penguins in a Patagonia Desert 

Host David Yetman, Argentine Archeologist María José Figuerero and native son of 
Patagonia, Harry Nauta venture across Argentine Patagonia, encountering landscapes 
usually cold, isolated and windy, but also spectacularly distinct and colorful. After 
stopping to admire the camel-like guanacos that roam the area, they pause at a brightly 
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decorated Argentine shrine celebrating Gauchito Gil, the “little gaucho,” a Robin-Hood-
like figure to whom devotees from throughout the country attribute with good luck and 
miraculous recoveries. Later, in the Chubut Province, travel from fossilized trees to 
fossilized marine life within the space of a few miles and to Bustamante Bay, home to a 
couple hundred sea lions and tens of thousands of desert penguins as well as thriving sea 
weed industry.  
 
1807-Patagonia's Cultural Trail: From the Coast to the Andes 

For 10,000 years people have called Patagonia Desert home, and they continue to do so 
to this day. In this episode, Host David Yetman, Argentine Archeologist María José 
Figuerero and native son of Patagonia, Harry Nauta trek inland to examine a cross section 
of the Patagonia desert from the coastal city of Comodoro Rivadavia into the Andes, 
finally arriving at the border with Chile. Winds blow typically upwards of 50 kilometers 
per hour and roads through the desert are stark, but far from dull. The travelers halt to 
rescue a stray Patagonian Armadillo, inspect gigantic oil pumps that dot the arid plains, 
tour an abandoned railroad station, interpret tableaus of rock art, and drop in on the 
harvest at a cherry farm. Join them as they conclude their trip with a Patagonian party 
filled with vibrant music, traditional dance and barbecued lamb. 
 
1808-People Locked in Time: The Atacama Desert 

In Chile’s Atacama Desert people have lived for thousands of years in a land without any 
rain. The hyper-arid soil has made the perfect medium for preserving the 9,000 year 
history of human occupation. Host David Yetman and Archeologist María José Figuerero 
visit the coastal city of Arica and other nearby towns in search of manifestations of 
millennia of continuous human habitation. Near the city, the hillsides abound with 
geoglyphs, gigantic artistic representations of people, animals and symbols. Of special 
interest are the prehistoric and historic cemeteries of San Lorenzo, where modern graves 
mingle with those thousands of years old. The highlight of the trip is a stop at the Museo 
Arqueológico, which houses collections of pre-Columbian ceramics, textiles and skulls, 
along with a breathtaking collection of people mummified over 8,000 years ago. 
 
1809-Tracking Trade in the Chilean Andes 

In this episode, host David Yetman, historian Bill Beezley and Archeologist María José 
Figuerero trace the Atacama Desert Trade route from the Pacific coast to the Chilean 
Andes from sea level to 15,000 feet elevation. Though a modern paved road has replaced 
the ancient llama caravan trail, the road still connects the goods from the Andes with the 
marine resources from the coast. Along the route, the travelers encounter evidence of pre-
Inca and Inca populations, such as defensive structures, ancient towns, and storage sites. 
Traditional Incan villages on the road are slowly becoming depopulated, but there are still 
the unmistakable signs of both Christian and pagan influences on the locals who remain. 
This program also features a look at the largest herbivores in Chile, the wild vicuñas and 
guanacos and the domesticated alpacas and llamas. 



 

 
APT WORLDWIDE * 55 Summer Street, Boston, MA 02110, USA 

Judy_Barlow@aptonline.org * Kevin_McKenna@aptonline.org  * Tom_Davison@aptonline.org 
 

APTWW.ORG 

 
 

1810-Desert Descent: Chile's Atacama 

Host David Yetman, historian Bill Beezley and Archeologist María José Figuerero travel 
around the Puna, the high-elevation plains of Chile’s Atacama Desert, a harsh 
environment that is home to traditional villages as well as unusual plants and animals. 
The first stop is in a small village recently depopulated by crop failures that have forced 
many natives to depart for the coast. Not far away the travelers pause among the rocks to 
catch a glimpse of vizcachas, rodents that resemble long-tailed rabbits. Next, visit a zone 
of active volcanoes four miles high where steaming hot lakes meet sub-freezing air. 
While there, the travelers spy on flamingos foraging among these steaming lakes and 
pools as they feed on tiny aquatic animals. The trip concludes at the rainless ocean port of 
Iquique, which features one of the world’s finest parapent (hang gliding) sites and a 
popular grassless golf course fashioned entirely from dirt. 
 
 

Season Nineteen 

 

1901-The Gadsden Purchase, Part 1 

Host David Yetman and Naturalist Jesus Garcia, of the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum, 
begin in El Paso, Texas at the eastern border of the Gadsden Purchase and head west 
along the border to explore some of the social, political and financial ramifications of the 
Gadsden Purchase. They stop off at some of the historical sites along the way: a cemetery 
in Hachita, New Mexico, the Geronimo Surrenders Monument, and the Gadsden Hotel to 
name a few. After spending some time at a real desert oasis on the Slaughter Ranch, they 
finish off with a trip 300 feet underground on Bisbee's Queen Mine Tour. 
 
1902-The Gadsden Purchase, Part 2 

Beginning at the San Pedro River and heading west, host David Yetman and Naturalist 
Jesus Garcia of the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum journey through some of natural 
wonders that would not be part of the United States if it hadn't been for the Gadsden 
Purchase. They drive through the "sky islands" of the Pinaleño Mountains, travel through 
the hard-core desert of Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument, and visit the historic 
desert oasis, Quitobaquito Springs before finishing off their trip at the Colorado River 
near Yuma, the western border of the Gadsden Purchase. Additionally, they examine the 
different types of border fences that affect more than just the ecological relationship 
between the United States and Mexico. 
 
1903-Beyond the Asphalt, Part 1 

Just off the highway there are a plethora of adventures awaiting the exploratory traveler. 
Host David Yetman heads west of Tucson to visit some of these undiscovered places. 
After visiting the largest dune field in the United States, we head to Yuma for a hot air 
balloon ride and a walk through “the hell-hole of Arizona,” the Arizona Territorial 
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Prison. Other stops include the Sonoran Desert National Monument and Picacho Peak 
State Park. 
 
1904-Beyond the Asphalt, Part 2 

Interstate highways allow for quick trips, but they also provide a gateway to some of the 
most amazing places you’ll ever visit. Host David Yetman travels by foot, car, bike, and 
motorcycle to examine the caves of Kartchner Caverns State Park, the historic sites of 
Tombstone, the Sandhill Cranes of Sulphur Springs Valley and the “Wonderland of 
Rocks” in the Chiricahua Moutains. 
 
1905-Desert Venom 

Host David Yetman joins Herpatologists (reptile and amphibian researchers) in their 
various quests to learn more about the many venomous creatures that call the Sonoran 
Desert home. During the day, they track Tiger Rattlesnakes using radio implants before 
heading up to the mountains to observe other rattlesnake dens. At night, while studying 
the impact urban developments have on the movements of a Gila Monster, they encounter 
rattlesnakes, tarantulas, and desert toads. 
 
1906-Jaguars and Vaqueros 

Host David Yetman travels along with the Northern Jaguar Project to see how they use 
motion activated cameras to track jaguar movements through Eastern Sonora Mexico. By 
paying local ranch owners for any jaguar images captured on their land, this project 
working to convince the vaquero (the Mexican cowboy) that el tigre is worth more alive 
than dead. 
 
1907-Utah’s Slick Rock Country 

Host David Yetman and his brother, Geologist Dick Yetman, take a geological road trip 
to Southeastern Utah’s Colorado Plateau. After hiking through an ever-changing slot 
canyon named Canyon X and the aptly named Kodachrome Basin State Park, they take 
an eerie trek through Goblin Valley State Park where the mysterious entrada rock 
sculptures known as “goblins” surround you from all angles. 
 
1908-Into the Swell: Utah’s High Desert 

Utah’s San Rafael Swell is one of the most remote and least-visited wonders of the desert 
southwest. Host David Yetman and his brother, Geologist Dick Yetman, camp out and 
explore the geology and vegetation of this intimidating stretch of desert. They also trek 
through Utah’s Little Grand Canyon to see the pictographs and petroglyphs that were 
created thousands of years ago. 
 
1909-Dying Traditions in a Mexican Pueblo 

Host David Yetman takes a trip to the pueblos of the Sierra Madre, where traditions are 
slowly dying out as the big cities become more accessible to the population. After 
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stopping to see a donkey-powered Pinole grinder made of stone, he heads to agrarian 
community of Sahuaripa to visit its talabartería (a leather goods shop) and call upon the 
last remaining weaver of palm hats and baskets. 
 

1910-Navajo Canyon Lands 

The creation of Lake Powell forced the evacuation of many Navajo families and forever 
changed the lives of many others. Today, host David Yetman and his brother, Geologist 
Dick Yetman, travel with native Navajo families to learn some of the geological and 
spiritual history of the Glen Canyon region. 
 
 
 
 
 


